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Oakland Zoo California! Project

Purpose of the Project

With the treasure of park land available for use and immediately adjacent to the current Zoo site, the Oakland Zoo has a unique opportunity to break new ground in conservation and education by building an exhibit dedicated to the natural heritage of the state of California.  The California! Project will redefine the Oakland Zoo as a wildlife park with statewide significance, while boosting the Zoo’s capacity to reach our audiences with new and enhanced education and conservation programming.  The project will firmly establish our role as a leader in conservation education and stewardship of the natural world, while broadening the Zoo’s collaborative relationships with scientists, and environmental and conservation-based organizations working to preserve, protect, and promote our state’s natural history.  

Additionally, a new Veterinary Medical Hospital will replace the small, aging facility with a modern hospital that will have the capacity to care for our existing animals as well as the new animals in the California Trail Exhibit, and will increase our ability to contribute to the scientific community through research projects and veterinary training. 

The goals of the project are to: 

· Inspire a generation of future conservationists, scientists, and educators;

· Educate learners of all ages through exceptional animal and botanical exhibits and interpretive materials supplemented by education programming; 

· Lead by example by setting the standard for best practices in animal management and animal care;

· Contribute to the conservationist and scientific communities by developing new research projects and building new partnerships; and

· Present conservation as an actionable problem and impact changes in the behavior of our guests and program participants, resulting in a reduction of the ecological footprint left behind by their activities and consumption habits.

Project Overview

The California! Project is an approximately 60-acre extension of the Oakland Zoo which will include the California Trail Exhibit and a new modern Veterinary Medical Hospital.  The extension will be located on the hillside above the current zoo and parking lot.  An electric gondola transportation system will provide guest access to the site. The extension will include a 40-acre ecological recovery zone and a 20-acre exhibit zone with animal exhibits, an interpretive overlook with dramatic vistas of the Bay, California Interpretive Center, a camping area with platform tents for overnight experiences, and a children’s activity zone.    

The California Trail Exhibit
The California Trail Exhibit will be focused on the theme of California in Constant Change.  Five major animal zones – grizzly bear, wolf, black bear, mountain lion, and jaguar – will be supplemented by a variety of smaller animals and other exhibits as well as an activity zone where children will engage in hands-on learning and play.  The Zoo has created a vision of how the hillside terrain might look if transformed into a series of natural spaces where guests of all ages can see California through the eyes of the earliest settlers.  The animal exhibits and interpretive materials will highlight the delicate balance among plants, animals, and humans, and the impact of change on all three.  Wandering on a trail passing through a series of habitats displaying the flora and fauna of California as it was before human settlement began to encroach on the delicate biodiversity of our state, guests will be filled with wonder, discovery, and inspiration.  

A rich array of educational programs, from classes supplementing the California School curriculum to on-site exhibits and live demonstrations, will complement the plant and animal story.  Three new classrooms located in the California Interpretive Center will house expanded programming, increasing our capacity to serve school groups from the entire San Francisco Bay Area.  The California Interpretive Center will also include an area for indoor educational exhibits and a gathering place for guests arriving to and departing from the exhibit.  

A campsite with a beautiful birds-eye view of the San Francisco Bay and 11 tent platforms, will be constructed a short distance from the California Trail Exhibit for overnight stays.

The Veterinary Medical Hospital

In preparation for the California! Project, a 17,000 square-foot new Veterinary Medical Hospital will replace the current undersized and aging facility.  The new Hospital will provide for standard diagnosis, treatment, housing and quarantine for most sizes and species of animals while allowing for research and care of threatened and endangered species such as the California Condor, the Western Pond Turtle, and other native California species.  It is a critical component for maintaining the Zoo’s dedication to best practices in animal management and care.  The new Hospital will also enable animal research and teaching opportunities with the University of California at Davis School of Veterinary Medicine and partnership opportunities for other facilities and institutions throughout the United States. Consistent with the Zoo’s dedication to conservation, the building will incorporate green and sustainable construction.  
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